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The ambivalence regarding Aliyah has always and will always ex1st.
I'd. like to share with you some reflections taken from the recent-
ly published, "Letters to Yitz." The late Arthur Jaffe. grew. up
in the Hashomer Hadati Movement in Cleveland, and had been planr
ning on making Aliyah following his Hachsharah program. 1n‘New 5er—
sey. The year was 1948. For various reasons, he. ended.. Aap stay- )
ing in America and never made Allyah The irony of Arthur Jaffe's

story was that he was murdered in Cleveland, just a year after he

had finally bought an apartment in Israel. I am quoting excerpts
" from his letters to his brother, some thirty years later, ,because

any one of us could be writing the same words today. Time marches
on, but the words remaln the same: - B

"All those years of religious upbringing, of talklng about Palas-
tine, involvement in the Hashomer Hadati youth movement, and fhe |
moshava summer camps. How could they expect me to be. loyal to "
them as parents, yet not be loyal to the idéas and feelings they
gave me as a religious Jew? They think this busine'ss of Palestine
is, for 'other people,' when you really get down to it. For ref~ {
ugees, for New Yorkers, for shlichim (emissaries), for prOfESSlon-
al Zionists, and for other people s children — but not for ° ° .
Arthur! ...What astounds me is that only a»few ﬁ@ung Jews in Amer~
1ca, three years after the Holocaust, really understand what is
- going on. Everybody here wants a Jewish State, but nobody wants
to live in it. The ultra-orthodox don't even want a Jewish State,
Jgnless Moshiach himself rides in to announce it. They probably
wouldn't believe him even then....Sooner ar later, beyond all the
Asocia izing, fund-raising, and running around building a movement,
you'll have to decide what all this means. to you personally. For
some, it's just a passing event in their lives. Some will carry
Zionism like a hunchback €£eor the rest of their lives. Others will
”settle for nothing less ;han the real thlng, Palestine."

The pre";@ang letter was dated January 20, 1948, a letter to be
‘centempl&ted by all. ,
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